Alabama Board of Nursing
Specialty Protocols for CRNP
Development of CRNP Specialty Protocols for Additional Duties

Procedures that exceed the general duties described in the CRNP Standard Protocol are identified as Additional Duties.  The CRNP must request individual approval for specific procedures under the category of Additional Duties in the CRNP protocol application, and provide documentation of instruction with supervised practice.  The collaborating physician must be qualified to perform the procedure and provide medical collaboration.  After approval, the Additional Duties are listed on the CRNP’s notice of Authorization for Collaborative Practice. 

Standardized Procedures recognized for RN practice are not re-stated in the CRNP Specialty Protocols; Alabama Board of Nursing Rule 610-X-6 .12 Practice Beyond Basic Nursing Education: Standardized Procedures.
The Alabama Board of Nursing CRNP Specialty Protocols supplement the Standard Protocol.  The Specialty Protocols are based on accumulated decisions on Additional Duties and previous approvals for individual CRNPs in collaborative practice.  The CRNPs who hold the designated specialty certification will not have to request specific approval of the procedures as Additional Duties.  
Each CRNP Specialty Protocol recognizes procedures that are essential to a single specialty for nurse practitioner, and are required in the specialty’s graduate nursing education and certification standards.  The CRNP certified in the designated specialty will be authorized to perform the procedures within an approved collaborative practice.  As with all aspects of nursing practice, the CRNP who lacks current proficiency is responsible and accountable for obtaining sufficient guidance, education or supervision as necessary for safe practice prior to performing a procedure authorized by the Specialty Protocol.

Approved CRNP Specialty Protocols
The Joint Committee of the Alabama Board of Nursing and the Alabama Board of Medical Examiners accepted the specialty protocols developed by the Board of Nursing

Neonatal Nurse Practitioner Specialty Protocol 
Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner Protocol, 
Neonatal Nurse Practitioner Specialty Protocol 

The CRNP certified as a Neonatal Nurse Practitioner is authorized to perform these procedures in an approved collaborative practice.  As with all aspects of nursing practice, the Neonatal CRNP who lacks current proficiency is responsible and accountable for obtaining sufficient guidance, education or supervision as necessary for safe practice prior to performing a procedure authorized by the Specialty Protocol.

1. Umbilical Artery And Vein Catheterization

2. Needle Decompression Of Tension Pneumothorax (Thoracostomy)  

3. Chest Tube/Pleural Catheter Insertion & Removal

4. Lumbar Puncture

5. Suprapubic Urine (Bladder) Aspiration

6. Exchange Transfusion (Partial & Double Lumen)

7. Removal Of Extra Digits And Skin Tags
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Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner Specialty Protocol 
The CRNP certified as a Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner is authorized to perform these procedures in an approved collaborative practice.  As with all aspects of nursing practice, the Women’s Health CRNP who lacks current proficiency is responsible and accountable for obtaining sufficient guidance, education or supervision as necessary for safe practice prior to performing a procedure authorized by the Specialty Protocol.

1. Cervical Cap Fitting

2. Diaphragm Fitting

3. Punch biopsy (simple skin biopsy)

4. Endometrial biopsy using Pipelle Technique

5. Insertion of Intrauterine Devices

6. Intrauterine Insemination

NOTE:  The prescription and application of chemical and medicinal agents for treatment of condylomata does not require a request in the collaboration agreement or specific approval in the Authorization for Collaborative Practice.
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